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- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence aaaress 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 

. If NO period for reply is specified above the °^ P^"^te '^^^^^^^^^ to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )|EI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 May 2004 . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)El This action is non-final. thP merits is 

30 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits .s 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim{s) ^ -^if^, 17 90-24 and 27-34 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1 , ^, fi-ifi l7.20-24 97-30.32 and 33 is/are rejected. 

7) E1 Claim(s) 31 and 34 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner^ 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

I I )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached OfHce Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 


3n copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/814,227 
Art Unit: 2644 

DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

2. Claims 10, 13, 15 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Hazelwood et al., U. S. Patent No. 5867583. 

Regarding claim 10, Hazelwood et al. (herein, Hazelwood) discloses versatile compact 
round speaker that may be mounted in both Asian-bulit and European-built vehicles (abstract, 
figure 4, 7, 9, and 12, col. 2, lines 56-60), which indicates a generic speaker housing common to 

Itiple vehicle types; different mounting components/features are disclosed for mounting the 
speaker in vehicles (figures 4-14, col. 5, lines 49-67 - col. 8, line 15, and lines 54-67), which 
indicates a bracket assembly with each portion having a first end and distal end, therein and 

the distal portions to speaker housing, and the first end to the vehicle structure (mounting 


mu 


• • • 


joining 
panel). 

Regarding claim 13, Hazelwood discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 10). Hazelwood discloses a twisting lock mounting technique (figures 7-8B), which 
constitutes as a snap-fitting. 
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Regardmg claim 15, Hazelwood disclose, everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 10). Hazelwood discloses a screwing, spring clips with screws, retaining clips, and 
twisting lock mounting techniques (figures 4-14) in which, each constitutes as a fastening. 

Regarding claim 20, Hazelwood discloses versatile compact round speaker that may be 
mounted in both Asian-built and European-built vehicles (absttact, figure 4, 7, 9, and 12. col. 2, 
lines 56-60), which indicates a generic speaker housing common to multiple vehicle types; 
different mounting components/features are disclosed for mounttag the speaker in vehicles 
(figures 4-14, col. 5, lines 49-67 - col. 8, line 15. »d lines 54-67), which indicates custom 
forming a bracket assembly for each different vehicle type and ioimng the bracket assembly to 
the housing, and attaching the bracket assembly to a vehicle structure (mounting panel) to mount 
the speaker housing, therein. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

Utio! 102 otte 11.1., ff *ffera,ccs 'j! '"^o^^. .1.= ."v».i" ™. made .o a person 

manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 3, 5-9, 17, 22-24, and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Everingham in view of De Bruine and lurther in view of applicant's admitted 

prior art (herein, AAPA). 
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1 17 and 22-23, Everingham discloses a system and method for 
Regarding claims 1, i / anu ^ 

1 . ^t^pioQure (22^ wherein the housing IS 
loudspeaker (30) mounted within the housing m a speaker enclosure (22), 

. • r 1 1 lines 35-41 and 2, lines 20-40) and an air cleaner 
comiected to a vehicle structure, therem (col. 1, hues 35 41 an , 

• V, rr. f.ik to soecifically disclose the housings being mounted by 
housing (20). However, Evenngham fails to speciticaliy 

.acketstoavehiclestructure,orthespeakerhousingandaircleanerhousmgbeingp^ 
positionedasclaimed-Theexaminermaintamsthatsuchamountingmeansand^ 

housings were well known in the art. 

« .h. — bra*., i. sMar fieM, B^ine e. al, (herein De B™ne) 
„a — »ou„«n,b«c.eUo.usein exhaust a.aorve«eoo«p..n.afi^^ 

.aaseco„.po«.oncortac.a»psfo.«a.ee.Kaus.o.he,.eco„p.e..oa 

.ppor. p,a.e (col. 2, Une. 20-6^ and col. 3, Unes .-,6), wMch —s as a «s.a> po„,on 
jo.ned.he.«or2"^houstagpo«io.whe.etaUohvious.ohave™.*ano„esuchs»c.urefor 

.ao.e.s have he. used p— use. .o „cu„. — „.s .o a vehicle Wun., 

THUS U would have hee„ ohvious .0 one of «.e ordinary skill in *e art a. the Unte the 
,„entionwisn.adetont«lif,theinvenUonofBvennsha™h,providi„san.otn,th.hrae.etror 

.He purpose of providing efficent support and stah.lity for counting an speaker housing tn a 
combustion area and coupling to a vehicle. 
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, u ;„a= The AAPA discloses that it is common for vehicle 
Regarding the plastic housmgs, The AAf a gi^l 

structures to be made of plastic. 

«as .ade .0 »o<lify .he — of Bvertng^a™ by i^P— , plastic Kousin, s«ucn.es, 
..erein «,e p,..o hous-ng s^..r^ a. coon,o„.y .ed in ve«c,. and — n, 

manufacturing. 

Kesardins.h=po.Uo„ingof.heairc,^e,to.i,espea.«ana.hee„gine,itwouMhave 

J •„ moine since it has been held that reanajigmg parts 
cleaner between the speaker housing and an engine, smce 

of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re Mpikse. 86 USPQ 70. 

Regarding claim 3, Everingham. De Bnnne and AAPA (he«i«. Everinghan. 

conrbrnation, disclose everything clainred as apphed above (see Cain, 1, De Bmine «rr,her 
^t^tthenrounUngceanssuchasrubberinsulatorsbetweenthebracketsandvehicle 

(abstract and col. 4, lines 21-3S) for added security and stability of the «oun.. reducrng 

vibration, etc. 

Regarding Cain, 5, Everinghan, combination discloses everyming clainred as apphed 
above (see claim 1). De Bruine ftrther discloses nrounUng via welding (col. 4. lines 35-38). 

Regarding Catas 6-S. Everin^ combination discloses everything claimed as apphed 
above (see clahn 1). De Bruine .itr^er discloses mounting via welding (col. 4. lines 35-38) or 

.be hke. Thus, various mechanical techni,ues, fastening, pre-formed for easy insertion (e.g. 
.„.p-f,tti„g,, for mountingabracketto another st™cture.Thus,itwouldhavebeenobviousto 
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one skill in the art at the time of the invention to implement any one of the various commonly 
known and/or used techniques for mounting the bracket. 

Regarding claim 9, Everingham combination discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 1). De Bruine further discloses that the bracket comprises a plurality of 
apertures and may be adjusted longitudinally and laterally (col. 2, lines 8-34, and col. 26-31). 
Then it would have obvious to combine two or more brackets of such structure to comprising a 
single bracket comprising multiple legs for providing sufficient support of the length and weight 
capacity of the duct housing structure to the vehicle for the purposes of lessening vibrations 
movements and other instabilities that may occur. 

Regarding claim 24, Everingham and De Bruine disclose everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 22). De Bruine fixrther discloses that the mounting means such as rubber 
insulators between the brackets and vehicle (abstract and col. 4, lines 21-38) for added security 
and stability of the mount, reducing vibration, etc. 

Regarding claims 27-30, Everingham combination discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 22). De Bruine further discloses mounting via welding (col. 4, lines 
35-38) or the like. Thus, various mechanical techniques, fastening, pre-formed for easy insertion 
(e.g. snap-fitting), for mounting a bracket to another structure. Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one skill in the art at the time of the invention to implement any one of the various commonly 
known and/or used techniques for mounting the bracket. 

5. Claim 11, 21 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hazelwood in view of the Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (AAPA). 
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Regarding claim 11, Hazelwood discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 
10). However, Hazelwood fails to specifically disclose the housing formed fi-om plastic. AAPA 
discloses plastic as common makeup or component of vehicle structures. 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the invention of Hazelwood by implementing plastic housing structures for 
the purpose of providing a commonly used housing structure in a vehicle and economical 
manufacturing cost. 

Regarding claims 21 and 33, respectively, Hazelwood discloses everything claimed as 
apphed above (see claim 10 and 20). However, Hazelwood fails to specifically disclose the 
mounting apparatus comprising standard isolation member for each vehicle. AAPA discloses 
rubber grommets being used to mount the housing to a vehicle. Thus, it would been obvious to 
one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the invention of 
Hazelwood by providing rubber grommets for the purpose of providing additional isolation. 
Claims 12 andl4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Hazelwood in view De Bruine. 

Regarding claims 12 and 14, Hazelwood discloses everything claimed as apphed above 
(see claim 10). However, Hazelwood fails to disclose welding the distal portions to the housing. 
De Bruine further discloses mounting via welding (col. 4, lines 35-38) or the like. Thus, various 
mechanical techniques, fastening, pre-fom.ed for easy insertion (e.g. snap-fitting), for mounting 
a bracket to another structure. Thus, it would have been obvious to one skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to implement any one of the various commonly known and/or used techniques 
for mounting the bracket. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
6. Claims 3 1 and 34 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 


re 


m 


Response to Arguments 

AppUcant's arguments filed 5/5/04 have been fiilly considered but they are not 

persuasive. 

Regarding the applicant's argument regarding the supported teachings of De Bruine 
garding the plurality of brackets, therein. The examiner agrees with the applicant's 
terpretation of the De Bruine reference, however, De Bruine also indicates various diameters of 
the exhaust pipes can be accommodated and mounted structures with in the vehicles, which 
indicates obviousness that components the size of a speaker housing and air cleaner housing (in 
which the size of either one has not been indicated by the applicant) can be supported by the 
bracket assembly of De Bruine. Thus, the rejection of Everingham and De Bruine is maintained 
for independent claims 1,17, and 22 and the supported dependent for similar reasons that 
eventhough De Bruine disclose mounting an exhaust pipe the mechanical mounting techniques 

are common and well known in the art. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 20 have been considered but are moot in 

view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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The rejection of Meeks has been removed and new reference of prior art has been 

provided in the support of a generic speaker housing common to muhiple vehicles types, 
mounting components for the mounting the speaker housing in a vehicle. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier commimications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura A Grier whose telephone number is (703) 306-4819. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are imsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Forester W. Isen can be reached on (703) 305-4386. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Conmiissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 



